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The Pinnacle of 

Subsidiarity:

 

Direct Democracy
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Ini�a�ve

 Forces a vote on a 

cons�tu�onal 

change.

Referendum

 Forces a vote 

on a law.

Elec�on

 Elect 

representa�ves

3 Types of Votes
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Collec�ng Signatures

Photo © Mehr Demokra�e CC BY-SA 
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Collec�ng

Signatures

Ini
a
ve Referendum 

 Confedera
on 100,000 50,000 

 Canton
~3% 

of electors *

~3% 

of electors *

 Municipality
~15% 

of electors *

~15% 

of electors *

* Can vary
Photo © JUSO Schweiz CC BY 2.0
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Signatures Deposit

Photo © JUSO Schweiz CC BY 2.0
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Campain

Photo © Till Westmeier CC BY-SA 2.0
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Vo�ng

1.  At the polling sta
on

2.  By mail

3.  Electronic vo
ng 

1.  Landsgemeinde (small cantons)
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Landsgemeinde – The Root of Swiss Democracy 

(vote by a show of hands)

Photo © Marc Schlumpf, www.icarus-design.ch, CC BY-SA 3.0
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Landsgemeinde – Since 1231

Photo © Photo Samuel Trümpy Photography, CC BY 2.0
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Psychology of 

Direct Democracy

I discuss it – I Think

I take a posi�on – I act

My Opinion Counts – I exist

We decide Together – We exist
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I had a Dream…

Thank you for 

your aDen�on


