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Subsidiarity vs. Decentraliza�on

Subsidiarity

Power rises from below

People unite in Municipali
es

Municipali
es unite in Cantons

Cantons unite in a Federa
on

Decentraliza�on

Power is lent by the center

The center distributes the power

The center keeps the control

Ideal for mono-cultural countries
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The 3 levels of the Swiss Example

F Federal 

C Cantonal

M Municipal

F Na�onality 

C Ci�zenship

M Residency
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Subsidiarity Mechanics

Can the municipality do it alone?

yes

Municipality decides

Can the canton do it?

yes

Canton decides

no

Only then Federa�on decides

no
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How does 

Subsidiarity 

apply?
Quiz
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Schools, 

History books

F Federal

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Schools, 

History books

F Federal

C
Cantonal

Community Narra
ve

M Municipal



(c) Chris
an Hölzl 2026 CC BY-NC

Defense

F Federal

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Defense

F
Federal

Unity against the Exterior

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Roads

F Federal

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Roads

F
Federal

Na
onal and Exterior Connec
ons

C
Cantonal

Internal and Cantonal Connec
ons

M
Municipal

Local roads
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Foreign a,airs

F Federal

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Foreign a,airs

F
Federal

Connec
on with the Exterior

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Marriage & Family

F Federal

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Marriage & Family

F Federal

C
Cantonal

According to local customs

M Municipal
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Currency

F Federal

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Currency

F
Federal

Uni0ca
on and Connec
on with the Exterior

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Central bank

F Federal

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Central bank

F
Federal

Na
onal Bank

C
Cantonal

Cantonal Banks

M Municipal
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Police

F Federal

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Police

F
Federal

Federal buildings, Organized Crime, Terrorism

C
Cantonal

Public Order, Crime & Inves
ga
ons, Tra4c.

M
Municipal

Proximity Police
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Borders & Customs

F Federal

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Borders & Customs

F
Federal

Border forces, custom taxes

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Taxes

F Federal

C Cantonal

M Municipal
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Taxes

M
Municipal

Municipal taxes

F
Federal

VAT and Federal Taxes

C
Cantonal

Cantonal Taxes
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